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The AAATE board’s position on the WHO GATE list of Priority Assistive Products

The board of AAATE have had some initial discussions concerning the initiative of preparing a “List of Priority Assistive Products” (the List), as part of the WHO GATE initiative. We, the AAATE board, find it a good general initiative, given that the list may help countries that lack systems for providing assistive technology (AT) in setting up such a system. We find, however, that such a list needs to be part of a larger model for providing AT to persons with disabilities. AT are needed to aid individual freedom and empowerment and provision of AT is a means to meet the requirements in the UN Convention of Rights for Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). 
We, the board of AAATE, hope that the GATE initiative on setting up a List of Priority Assistive Products will find these remarks helpful for the coming work:

· Many persons with disabilities need AT. There is not a 1:1 correlation between medical diagnosis and need. Instead, each person with a disability should undergo a needs assessment. For this purpose, the WHO International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health should be the starting point. Therefore, it is also crucial that the list is not too specific on the design of AT or type of AT. For example persons in need of hearing aids may need different types of hearing aids depending on their audiogram, their daily activities and their access to hearing aid batteries or electricity for recharging batteries. The same reasoning works for most types of AT. Too specific criteria for design also limit how long the list is relevant, due to advances in technology. For example the market for Assistive and Augmentative Communication AT has been turned upside down with the introduction of smartphones and tablets leading to a flood of relatively low-cost AT on the market. One way of dealing with these issues may be to make the list a list of functions, rather than named AT devices. Functions can be related to needs, e.g. the need to move indoors and around town is solved by the function mobility aid which, depending on user needs, can be a wheelchair, a walker, crutches etc.
· To aid countries willing to use the List, one or several processes for handing out/prescribing AT can be identified and described. AT should be given/prescribed to/subsidized for individuals as an outcome of a needs assessment. The prescription should be followed by an outcome assessment and, depending on the results of that assessment, adjustments or replacement of the AT prescribed. 

· Communication concerning the List should be concise in that the list is not a recommendation on which AT are needed to meet the needs of persons with disabilities, but a list of AT that can be used for countries/states that intend to start providing citizens with AT, or in other ways stimulate individuals’ access to AT. When the AT on the List are available in a country, more AT needs to be provided to persons with disabilities in order to meet their needs, thereby implementing the measures needed to meet requirements in the CRPD. Otherwise, there is a risk that the List can be used as an entirely sufficient list, e.g. to keep spending as low as possible during recessions, in countries that could otherwise enable/include more of their citizens by providing more types of AT. 

· Statistics and knowledge from AT prescribed in European countries may be valuable in estimating which AT should be in the List for developing countries. Of course, however, the needs of persons with disabilities in European countries do not correspond to the needs of persons with disabilities in other countries in the world. Certain needs may be related to certain impairments, but disability varies with social and environmental surroundings so the needs of persons with similar impairment in different countries may be so different that they are not helped by the same kind of AT. 
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