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News from NCP Klaus Miesenberger - IIS ς JKU , 
Klaus.Miesenberger@jku.at, AUSTRIA (AT) 

AAATE-SIG on Standardisation 
Austrian AAATE members promote a SIG on standardisation 
Å Comment, annotate and influence standards which are in process of updating 
Å Cross-referencing eAccessibility and AT standards 
Å Online-platform for access and cooperation 
Å Initial workshop during AAATE 2018 in Sheffield 
Å A preparation workshop held in Vienna March 2019 
Å Come and join the Workshop during the AAATE Confrence in Bolongna! 

29.08.2019 (Conference day 2), 9.00-12.00, Room Q 
 

International Camp for Communication 
and Computers 

ICT ς AT ς Accessibility ς Peers - Studying ς Work - Social Skills ς 
International Exchange ς Advocate for your own interest - FUN!!! 
Å www.icc-camp.info  
Å 10 days event every year for blind and low vision youngsters aged 16-20 
Å 26 countries 
Å 30+ 3h workshops on important and cool topics 

Web Accessibility Certificate Austria 
Independent certificate promoting web accessibility 
Å www.waca.at 
Å Hosted and run by the Austrian Computer  

 Society 
Å Supported by industry and accessibility experts 

 
 

Web Accessibility Expert Certificate 
A certification for experts in Web Accessibility for quality consulting,  
development and evaluation 
Å https://www.incite.at/de/zertifizierungen/certified-webaccessibility-expert/ 
Å Launched by Incite, a company of the Austrian Chamber of Commerce 
Å Certificate provides access to publicly supported consulting on accessibility in 

industry and administration 
 
 

ICCHP 2020, icchp.org  IKT-Forum www.iktforum.at   

International Conference on Computers Helping People with Special Needs 
Å A unique platform for users, researchers, practitioners and experts: Assistive Technology 

(AT), eAccessibility enabling independent life, participation, inclusion and improved 
services and support for people with disabilities and older adults 

Å Scientific Presentations, Workshops, Meetings, Young Researchers Consortium 
Å Organize, chair and publish your own Special Thematic Sessions 
Å Peer reviewed publication (SPRINGER LNCS) 
Å Springer Keynote on Accessibility & Usability 

Proceedings ICCHP 18: (LNCS 10896 - ICCHP 2018, Part I), (LNCS 10897 - ICCHP 2018, Part II) 
ICCHP 20: Politecnico di Milano Polo Territoriale di Lecco, Italy, SAVE THE DATE: September 9-
11, 2020; Pre-conference September 7-8, 2020. Come and get involved! 

Å Annual German spoken event on AT, eAccessibility and Inclusion 
Å 300+ participants 
Å 50+ presentations and workshops 
Å A unique place for exchange for users, practitioners, policy makers, 
ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎΣ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎΣ Χ 

Å A model for an inclusive event  
      9. - 10. Juli 2019, Johannes Kepler University, Linz 
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News from K. Mavrou, k.mavrou@euc.ac.cy  
Cyprus 

European University Cyprus 

Assistive Technology Lab 

The Assistive Technology Lab is a collaboration between the Department 

of Education Sciences and the Department of Health Sciences 

(Programme of Occupational Therapy). The Lab focuses on the 

interdisciplinary nature of the Assistive Technology field, and it aims at 

the development and implementation of innovative and effective 

approaches to research, instruction, learning and rehabilitation with the 

use of assistive technology for people with disabilities of all ages. 

 

Project: MI-Tale 

AAL Programme 

The MI-Tale project runs from May 2017 until November 2019 and 

is funded as part of the AAL programme.  The project develops an 

interactive web-based game that will trigger and record the 

memories of the personal story of people with dementia. Partners 

are from Austria, the Netherlands, and Cyprus 

On the 8th of December 2018 the Lab held an Assistive 

Technology Open Lab event. The open lab was an AT awareness 

Legislation 

Inclusive Education Policy Reform 

In January 2018, the Ministry of Education and Culture of Cyprus 

announced a process of public consultation for the development of new 

policy and new legislation for the education of children with disabilities. 

The consultation concluded, and Cyprus is at the process of designing new 

legislation, which is expected to be completed by the end of 2019, which 

however currently holds a number of conflicts and debates. 

During May ς July 2019 in Cyprus the pilot of the 

BETA Version of the app is implemented with 15 

participants including elderly, cares and families.   

event open to the public including 

schools, families, users, academics 

and other stakeholders  for using, 

familiarizing and testing assistive 

technology equipment. 

H 
Country Index 

mailto:k.mavrou@euc.ac.cy
http://euc.ac.cy/
https://www.mi-tale.eu/
https://www.mi-tale.eu/
https://www.mi-tale.eu/
https://www.mi-tale.eu/partners
https://www.mi-tale.eu/partners
http://ebologna.it/


News from Hille Maas, hille.maas@tootukassa.ee  
Estonia 

Social Insurance Board  

AT department 
 

 

 

In 2018 the Social Insurance Board implemented the interRai (Resident 

Assessment Instrument) assessment tool in order to merge services provided to 

people with long term chronic illnesses and  need for care. The data system 

named STAR  (Social Services Data System) is planned to  draw together 

electronically and without human assistance  the  health centered data from the 

Health Information System and social service needs from other sources (local 

county goverment etc). As a result the client`s functional profile and needs for 

services, including need for AT devices,  should be available from one source. 

The data system provides information about AT device`s functional reasoning, 

assessing professional, assessment time and suggested use timing. STAR 

information will be availabale to the client, all professionals involved including 

their General Practioner and any other medical professionals. 

https://www.sotsiaalkindlustusamet.ee/en/projects#Pilot%20project%20for%20

person-centered%20special%20welfare%20services%20model 

 

Unemployment Insurance  Fund 

Workability Assessment Department 
 

 

 

Estonian Unemployment Insurance Fund has functioned as work-ability 

assessment authority since 2016. Submissions of application can now be using a 

dedicated digital environment. Part of decision of work-ability scope are 

suggestions about suitable working conditions and assistive technology 

equipment improving client`s everyday functioning. AT suggestions are made by 

work-ability assessment expert doctor using ISO 9999 AT classification on the 

second or third level codes. The fund is financing all the AT devices and working 

environement adaptations for client with reduced work-ability. Working 

conditions and assumptions are assessed by Expert doctor using O-Net 

classification. O*NET Data descriptors are categories of occupational 

information collected and available for O*NET-SOC occupations. Each descriptor 

contains more specific elements with data ratings. 

https://www.tootukassa.ee/eng/content/work-ability-reforms/working-ability-

assessment 
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News from Anne Kanto-Ronkanen, Finland 
anne.kanto-ronkanen@stm.fi  

National Guidelines for Assistive 
technology 

Experts in  and users of assistive technology field have 

been developing together National Guidelines for Ground 

Rules to Lending Assistive Technology Devices. The group 

is working with Ministry of Social Affairs and Health. The 

main purpose is to unify the practices around the country 

so, that the users have equal opportunity to access 

assistive technologies  and  not depending on where they 

live. 

The first version was published  in September 2018. The 

group is updating the Guidelines at the moment, because 

there are new devices  coming on the market or because 

the guidelines need to be more specific for some devices. 

Guidelines are classified by  ISO 9999 Assistive products 

for persons with disability -- Classification and 

terminology. 

Digital  and distance 
service 

Citizens in Finland have the right to receive their Assistive 

Technology Devices (ATD) without any cost  if they have 

difficulty in their functional ability or participation due to 

illness/disability found on medical grounds. Local 

authorities provide basic health care services, including 

most of the Assistive Technology Device Services. Many 

districts have merged their small device centers for one 

district AT Service Centre. These centers together 

developed  different ways to deliver AT services and 

supply information to citizens and experts. 

An example combined resource is  the  website 

www.terveyskyla.fi developed by all the University 

Hospitals in Finland. One part is the AT services  showing 

information e.g. legislations, service delivery or 

introductions on how to use devices. 

Some centers have projects to develop distant/remote 

service and assistance for AT users and also distance 

education for professionals working in the AT field.  
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